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Come for the Boating education…Stay for the Friends SM 

Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 
General Membership Meeting 

Speaker: Mr. Steve Pfaff 

Meteorologist-in-Charge 

National Weather Service (NWS)  

Join us for a presentation by Steve Pfaff who will be sharing the 

newest weather prediction information and updates from the National 
Weather Service and NOAA with specific information about our area 
and the predictions for the 2026 Hurricane Season. He is always 

great at answering questions on weather and local efforts, and the 
upcoming hurricane season so don’t miss this opportunity! 

 DATE:   Tuesday, May 26, 2026 

PLACE:  Hieronymus Seafood Restaurant & Oyster Bar 
      5035 Market St., Wilmington, NC 28405 

 TIME:  5:30 pm – 7:00 pm - Social Hour and Dinner               
                                                                                      (Order from menu) 

    7:00 pm Speaker; 7:45 Short Meeting 

Come early at 5:30 pm and enjoy a great meal!  

REGISTER HERE  

If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
contact: Commander Barbara White 

at commander@capefearsailandpowersquadron.org  

Photos will be taken at this event for publication in the Foghorn and Squadron website. If you do 

not wish to have your photo taken at this event, please sign the opt out sheet at the front desk. 

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons® 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1A9yTIrt6po3nqZzy7mkGYNKSqnZR7v7Di3SmsOBg1mA/edit#gid=0
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Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 

  

 

COMMANDER’S REPORT 
Cdr Barbara White, AP 

 
This has been a very busy month! From vessel safety 
inspections to proclamations for National Safe Boating 
Week, interacting with boaters at the Port City Marina Boat Show, and 
planning for the 75th Anniversary celebration, our 
volunteers have been volunteering! 

 

At our April General Membership Meeting we had the pleasure of 
welcoming one more new member and several guests. Pictured is Cody 
Thompson, being sworn in.  
 

75th Anniversary Celebration: It is time to sign up to attend! 
 

Join us for our big celebration on June 6, 2026! We will be celebrating with lunch on the 
Battleship North Carolina. There will be great food, stories, and recognition of major 
achievements over the years. You can also take a tour of the ship following the program.  
 

Wilmington Mayor Bill Saffo will be present to present a special proclamation recognizing 
our organization, and there will be several members of the District 27 Bridge and members 
from other squadrons in attendance. Sign up now to save your seat! Deadline for 
registration is Friday, May 29th, or when we have reached our maximum number. 
 

If you have suggestions, or stories to tell, contact me at Barbara.white@asu.edu, or by 
phone at 480-205-6022. 
 

See the flyer on page eight for details and register HERE. 
 

Fundraising Event: Belk’s Charity Days: This event is our primary fundraiser to support 
education and safety efforts. You can participate by purchasing $5 tickets and selling tickets 
at Belk’s. The Presale is May 26-June 4 with the Charity Days Sale on June 5-7. See details 
on page six. Sign up to sell tickets HERE. 
 

Co-Operative Charting Program: We are returning to a squadron activity that has been 
very popular in the past. Please join us for a Co-Op Charting presentation and discussion on 
Wednesday, June 24 at 7 pm.  Greg Shay will host a session to tell us what it is and how to 
develop a Co-Op Charting program.  Many other squadrons have been doing this for years 
and members are actively engaged – and a bit competitive as there are District and National 
awards. Thank you, Chuck Eldridge, for getting this started. 
Sign up HERE to receive the Zoom link before the meeting. 
 

April Membership Meeting and Speaker April 27: Our speaker was Jim 
McKee, Site Manager at Brunswick Town/Fort Anderson State Historic Site. 
He spoke about the role of 18th Century Port Brunswick (made up of the 
Brunswick and Wilmington ports), including how the natural features of the 
river dictated shipping and navigation. 
 

We held our meeting in the Cargo District in the Azalea Station facility. It was a great venue 
with lots of room to socialize and eat food from the district and easily accommodated the 40 
folks who were there. It was a great success, and we will likely return for future events and 
meetings.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

continued on page 3 
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continued from page 2 

Here are upcoming opportunities: Take a look at what is planned and sign up to participate! 

BOATING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

May - Keg Island Clean Up: CFS&PS is partnering with River Watch to clean up Keg Island on the Cape Fear 
River. River Watch volunteers in kayaks collect trash on the islands. We will be joining the effort to transport larger 
items (e.g., coolers, tires, plastic sheeting). The event is scheduled for May 16, in the morning. Contact Jim 
Kennedy with questions at 614-975-7653 or jkennedy77@spectrum.net. To volunteer, please register HERE.  
 

June - Raft-Up plans are being finalized. The date is June 11 from 2-6 pm at Lollipop Bay. Sign up to let the 
organizers know if you will be providing a boat, or if you would like to be a passenger. Contact Chuck Eldridge with 
questions – text or email 856-287-2845 or wcejan@gmail.com. Register HERE. 
 

July - Make a Wish Boat Excursion: The On-the-Water Activity Committee is organizing an event with Make-A-
Wish Eastern NC. We are seeking members with vessels under 26’ to depart their port with Make-A-Wish 
Recipients and family members for a scenic Intracoastal cruise to the Lollipop Bay area just east of the ICW and 
north of Wrightsville Beach.  We may select a beach in that area for those who wish to disembark. The event is 
planned for July 23 from 1-5 pm.  More details to come once we have more information. At this point we are 
looking for volunteer vessels and additional capacity on each vessel to provide to Make-A-Wish to solicit their 
recipients and family members. Contact Chuck at 856-287-2845 or wcejan@gmail.com. 

 

Late Summer - Take a Veteran Fishing: After an inspiring presentation by representatives of this group at our 
March meeting, the On-the-Water Activity Committee is continuing to organize an event with Take a Warrior 
Fishing for the late summer or fall. We are planning an event to take veterans and/or active-duty military members 
fishing. Let us know if you would be interested in participating. Contact: Chuck Eldridge at 856-287-2845 or 
wcejan@gmail.com. 

 

SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Potluck Groups are planning their first gatherings. We have three groups with a total of 28 members participating! 
 

The Platinum-Trimmed Burgees Have Arrived: With all the activities planned for the summer, be sure you have 
your new platinum-trimmed burgee! Purchase one at the next membership meeting in May, or at the June 
Celebration for just $30.  
 

May 12th - Safe Boating Week Proclamations (seven this year!): May 16-22 is National Safe Boating Week. 
We have a long-standing tradition of attending local government meetings to accept proclamations. We wear our 
life vests to support our speaker, who will do a presentation about safe boating. The only remaining session is at 
Wrightsville Beach on Tuesday, May 12 at 5:30 pm. Sign up HERE to let us know you plan to attend. 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

May Membership Meeting and Speaker May 26 (Tuesday): We will be back at Hieronymus for the May meeting 
on Tuesday, as Monday is Memorial Day. Our speaker is Steve Pfaff, who will give the annual hurricane report and 
update us on what is happening with the National Weather Service. See the flyer on page 1  for details and 
REGISTER HERE. 
 

June 6, 2026 - 75 Year Platinum Celebration: Register now for our big celebration on June 6, 2026! See the flyer 
for details and REGISTER HERE. 
  

July 18, 2026 - Past Commanders’ Shrimparoo: Long Leaf Park. 
 

December 3, 2026 - Change of Watch: Surf Club, Wrightsville Beach. 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
We have great membership news! We have another new member. Frank “Skip” Haight has joined, and we look forward 
to meeting him and his wife soon! 
 

If you have questions about membership, contact Otis White (ojw3@gmail.com).  
 

continued on page 4 
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 
Lt Jan Hilbert 

Happy Mother’s Day to all who celebrate it. Enjoy a beautiful day. 

No cards were sent this month. If you know of anyone in need of a greeting, please phone me at  
910-350-0902, text 910-685-0213 or email hijanh@charter.net and I will send our message. 

Remember, don’t be shy……The card’s the thing! 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
Lt/C Wendell Lightner, P 

 
Safe Boating Week Proclamations (April 14, 16, 20, 21, May 4, 5, 12): Proclamations 
were presented at seven locations this year and we have photos from left to right: 
Leland, Wilmington, New Hanover, Surf City, Kure Beach, Carolina Beach, and Wrightsville Beach 
(unpictured). Thank you to David Parker for arranging the events, and to Otis White who presented at 
each session, and to the members who showed up repeatedly to share the “Wear It” message. 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Port City Marina Boat Show was held April 17-19 and we were there! Thank 
you to all the members who volunteered at the boat show. It was windy, but people 
still came. We received several contacts for classes, VSEs and membership. Many of 
our new members participated and there were lots of conversations as new and long-
time members got to know each other! 

continued from page 3 
 

WHERE IS THE BURGEE? 

This month the burgee is taking a cruise in Alaska. Sharon Lightner, our Facebook Administrator, is excelling in her job 
as she and Wendell are posting daily. I noticed they have up to 180 views on Facebook each day!  

If you are not “Following” our Facebook page, use this link to visit the site, and be sure to hit the “Like” button, and 
Follow! There is great boating information too! We have many followers from other squadrons. Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057219049421# 

 

 

 
 

 
It’s a great time to be a member of the Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron! See you soon! 

mailto:hijanh@charter.net
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057219049421
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057219049421
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SQUADRON EDUCATION OFFICER’S REPORT 
P/D/C Otis J. White, P 

 
Hello everyone, and Happy May 2026 as we keep the Boating Education Programs going! 
 

We continue working hard on making 2026 a banner 
year for our Education Department. Our April 18-19 
America’s Boating Course

®
 (ABC) was a success, 

and we graduated 13 new Certificate Boaters. It was 
a great group, and we gained four new members from the class this 
time. We are all looking forward to the next ABC on August 15-16 at 
Eastwood Community Church, located centrally at the corner of 
Eastwood and Cardinal. The church has done a great job for us, 
and we thank them very much for their support!  
 

Wilmington Water Tours will be our partners again this year to host the on-the-water program, a favorite of attendees, 
on the second day. They have a great lineup of tours this year; check them out at https://wilmingtonwatertours.net.  
 

If you know anyone interested in a great boating class, send them to http://weteachboating.org for more information and 
to enroll. 
 

Our strengths for 75 years have been our education leadership team, which continues with 1/Lt Meg Morrison, SN as 
our Assistant Education Officer and, of course, our wonderful Registrar, Arleen Rhodes. In addition, we have a great 
group of 12 Certified Instructors who have many years of experience guiding and teaching safe and effective boating in 
the Cape Fear region. This is the largest group of Certified Instructors in District 27 area so we are doubly proud!  
 

Thanks to P/Lt/C Ned Rhodes, SN for his continuing support and efforts with the technical side of the enterprise, as well 
as continuing his excellent teaching. 
 

I am happy to report that the rebuilding of the classroom relationship with CFCC is completed, and we will be holding 
our classes there for the fall schedule.  
 

Planning for Fall classes is moving forward nicely!  
 

 P/Lt/C Ned Rhodes, SN has agreed to captain a Boat Handling class from September 10th through October 
22nd. The class consists of an in-depth look at many critical aspects of boating in our region on seven 
Thursday nights. The classes are taught by our wonderful crew of Certified Instructors. We have been 
assigned a room at Cape Fear Community College to hold the sessions.  

 

 P/Lt/C Rick Sorrenti, AP (our Squadron weather guy) has agreed to hold a Weather seminar on November 
21st. The three-hour seminar will be followed by a visit to the National Weather Service operation at ILM. This 
will be a great opportunity to learn about the weather for boaters in the Cape Fear region for our members and 
friends. Rick’s class will also be held at CFCC and the room is scheduled.  

 
Costs and sign-up links for each of these classes will be sent out soon. Thanks to Rick and Ned for their continued 
support of our boating education efforts. 
 

Exciting Announcement from National:  
 

National has assured us that the new Advanced Navigation class will be ready for rollout by June, so we are looking at 
dates to hold that class as soon as we have a chance to review it and arrange space. That class presents the 
designation of AP to graduates, and I know many are looking forward to it.  
 

In addition, our plan is to continue the work to define and get feedback from the community and membership about 
what seminars and other programs are of interest and scheduling at least two for 2026. A survey will come out soon.  

Please send any suggestions for classes or seminars to ojwhite3@gmail.com. All ideas are welcome, as are any 
suggestions to help make our education efforts successful for 2026. Your help and ideas in this effort are critical to our 
success as it has been for our 75 years of boating education. 

Here’s to a successful and great 2026! OJW 

https://wilmingtonwatertours.net
http://weteachboating.org
mailto:ojwhite3@gmail.com
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2026 GREENFIELD LAKE KAYAK TRIP 
P/Lt/C Steve Thompson, SN 

 
According to NCWildlife.gov, the top five locations to find alligators in North Carolina are as follows: 
Greenfield Lake (Wilmington), Orton Pond (Brunswick County), Lake Waccamaw State Park 
(Columbus County), Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge (Dare/Tyrell County), and Cape Fear 
River (Lower Basin.) We are so fortunate to be able to paddle with the alligators, and that’s what we 

(I) did on the 21
st
 of April. A majestic animal that first appeared on earth about 

37 million years ago (give or take a couple thousand years) and really haven’t changed much in 
the last 8 million years, they are relatively harmless. If you leave them alone, they will leave you 
alone. You just have to figure out how far their personal space extends. 
 

Some other interesting facts about the alligator in North Carolina: they don’t grow as fast as alligators further south, 
about four inches a year if it’s under six feet (a mature alligator) and only about an inch each year thereafter. But that is 
an average as female alligators in North Carolina typically grow up to nine feet, while males can reach 11 to 13 feet. In 
an ideal habitat they can live from 60 to 80 years. Judging from the sizes of the alligators I saw on this paddle, there 
are some old gators in Greenfield Lake. 

 

Although no one from our squadron showed up, there was another group of paddlers from the Del 
Webb community. Excitement was in the air as we found six or seven alligators, along with several 
species of birds and the ever-present turtles sunning on old tree branches. 
 

Because the lake is so vibrant and filled with nutrients, there is a constant issue with algae and 
plants growing on top and in the water. Every now and then this excess growth needs to be 
removed. This was also in process that day; check out the picture. 
 

I’m thinking of May 23 for the next trip. We will be going to Masonboro Island, crossing the ICW 
from Trails End Park, departing about 9:30 am. That is, unless this article has sparked increased interest in Greenfield 
Lake, in which case I will gladly revisit the wildlife it possesses. Just email me at foreverdreamin06@gmail.com. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              BELK CHARITY SALE: 
                                                                                                                                                          IMPORTANT FUNDRAISING INFORMATION! 

 

As a non-profit entity, CFS&PS will be participating in a fundraising event from now to June 7, 
and we need your help! Tickets are $5 each and the Squadron keeps every dollar!  
 

How it works: Customers purchase a $5 ticket that gets them $5 off their Charity Sale purchase, plus an extra 25% off 
selected brands. This is in addition to any other discounts on the items they choose to purchase. There is a flyer with 
details for those who buy tickets. 
 

Dates: Presale is May 26-June 4 with the Charity Days Sale on June 5-7. Ticket holders can shop during the presale 
and pick up their items on June 5-7. 
 

How to participate:  
1. If you want tickets early to share or sell to friends, we can mail them to you. Just let us know how many you 

want. Send a check or pay at the May meeting. 
2. Pick up/purchase tickets at the May meeting on Tuesday, May 26. 
3. Volunteer to sell tickets at the Belk store during the sale.  
4. Again, the Squadron keeps all the ticket money raised at the store. We will have a table and can share info 

about the Squadron - so there will be good visibility, too. 
 

Outcome: Customers donate $5 to support our mission and save money on purchases, and we earn cash to support 
those missions. Our goal is to raise $1,000 during this event – Our treasurer will be very happy! 
 

Contact Lt/C Barbara White, AP at barbara.white@asu.edu or 480-205-6022 to ask questions or arrange to have 
tickets delivered. 
 

We will sell tickets at Independence Mall. The shifts are two hours with two people scheduled at each time.  
Friday, May 29: 10-12 and 12-2   Friday, June 5: 10-12 
Saturday, May 30: 10-12 and 12-2  Sunday, June 7: 10-12 and 12-2 
Sunday, May 31: 10-12 and 12-2 

 

Please sign up HERE. 

https://www.ncwildlife.gov/
mailto:foreverdreamin06@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.white@asu.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13v2yHhgdJ0cMqjzgTVp_DHuwplaupH_xMuC2NdobaPg/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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CLICK HERE 

https://capefearpowersquadron.org/wrappers/pages.php?ID=4
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JUNE 

DAY NAME               

1 James Boyd 

3 Wes Henry, Jr. 

4 Catherine Fort 

4 Roy Sullivan 

5 Wendy Miller 

12 Timothy Gibbons 

15 Mary Jo Worcester 

15 Michael Merwarth 

16 Kathy Pierce 

16 Steven Thompson 

17 Brian Jackson 

18 Otis White 

19 Wendell Lightner 

23 Liane Munnikhuysen 

24 Janice Catlin 

24 Scott Pett 

28 Sarah Brooks 

29 Eugenie Lancaster 

30 Diana Chamblee-Poucher 

30 O. B. Battle 

Upcoming Schedule for District 27 and USPS National Events 

2026 Fall Governing Board September 20-27, 2026 Cary, NC 

2027 Annual Meeting February 7-14, 2027 Tampa, FL 

2027 Fall Governing Board September 12-19, 2027 Cary, NC 

2028 Annual Meeting February 6-13, 2028 Tampa, FL 

MAY 

DAY NAME                  

4 Joseph Simons 

4 Teresa Sorrenti 

6 Sarah Sowers 

7 Ann Deibel 

8 D. Morgan 

9 Alice Cavin 

15 Stephen Worcester 

22 Elizabeth Woodard 

22 John Streatfeild 

24 Eileen Pattison 

26 James Miller 

30 Nancie Kennedy 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31             

May 2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30      

June 2026  

http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/calendar/day.php?date=20260501
http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/calendar/day.php?date=20260502
http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/calendar/day.php?date=20260503
http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/calendar/day.php?date=20260504
http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/calendar/day.php?date=20260505
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http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/calendar/month.php?year=2026&month=06
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Control-Click for You Tube video 

http://www.astorageplacewilmington.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=0hHmsXmdB4I
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Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron 
5533 Old Garden Rd   Unit 101 
Wilmington, NC 28403 
 

Ship’s Store  

www.capefearsquadron.qbstores.com 

 

 

 

Our Squadron 

http:www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org        

                                                  or focus your camera here        

 

District 27 Website 

http://www.uspsd27.org/ 

 

United States Power Squadrons® Website 

http://www.usps.org/ 

Photo Gallery 

Select a year and enjoy! 

 http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/wrappers/pages.php?ID=7.  

http://www.capefearsquadron.qbstores.com
http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org
http://www.uspsd27.org/
http://www.usps.org/
http://www.capefearsailandpowersquadron.org/wrappers/pages.php?ID=7

